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Pyramids and Prophets: 
 

History in the Ancient Near East 
 

Class Outlook 

This is the study of the birth and early 

development of civilization in Palestine 

and Egypt in the Bronze and Early Iron 

Ages (3000 to 500 BCE). Traditionally 

viewed as the cradle of Biblical Society, 

this area provided significant elements in 

Western Civilization. From this soil 

sprang some of the most significant 

forces in World History. There is much 

to learn from a study of this area, and it 

is necessary to understand that history 

continued in the area beyond the period 

covered by this class. This study is 

limited in time. The purpose of the class 

is to examine the evolution of the ancient 

social institutions of the region.   

 

Professor and students will seek an understanding of the ideas and motivations of the 
peoples who lived within the jurisdictions of the temples, city-states, and kingdoms 
known as the Ancient Near East. Having studied their origins, it is hoped that 
students will achieve a better understanding of the different elements of their own 
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culture and of their relationship to preceding ages. History is very personal, because 
history is the tale of how people with all their hopes, fears, and ambitions formed the 
apparatus for human interaction. Therefore, this class will seek to uncover real 
people and to form an appreciation of historical women and men not as dead 
characters in a book but as humans like ourselves.    
 

Class Meetings                                         

 

Classes meet each week on Monday and Wednesday 
from 3:00 to 4:20 PM in Hudspeth Room 300 CLASS 
ATTENDANCE IS REQUIRED. Each student will 
be allowed a maximum of two absences without 
penalty. For each absence beyond the maximum, 
twenty points will be deducted from the student's 
final grade up to a maximum of four absences. More 
than four absences will result in a failing grade. 
After April 1 permission to drop the class cannot be 
given. 

 

     Class Objective      

This class seeks to stimulate students and to educate them in the intelligent collection 
and use of historical material. Students are required to participate in the evaluation 
of ancient documents and artifacts. Class time will concentrate on the assessment of 
historical material through dialogue among students and the 
professor. The goal of this course is for every student, with the 
professor’s guidance, to research and complete a fully 
developed analysis of a significant historical person, event, or 
issue in Ancient Near Eastern history. Each analysis shall 
include a formal classroom presentation and a final paper that 
makes a formal written appraisal of the chosen topic.  
 

 
 

By the end of this class students will be better able to: 

1.    Analyze ideas in whole texts from historical documents. 
2.    Contextualize historical thoughts and ideas in broad movements of history,       
       culture and science. 
3.    Apply past contexts to give perspectives to contemporary situations. 
4.    Identify the relation between situational factors and perspectives affecting  
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       past authors. 
5.    Demonstrate a proficiency in reading and interpreting primary texts  
       derived from ancient Near Eastern History. 
6.    Write analytically with greater ability to:  
     § articulate complex ideas clearly and effectively.  
     § examine claims and accompanying evidence.  
     § support ideas with relevant reasons and examples.  
     § sustain a well-focused, coherent discussion.  
     § control the elements of standard written English. 
 

Achieving the Class Objective    

Students can successfully achieve the class objective by preparing for 
class, participating in classroom activities such as the Tickets to 
Class, report evaluations, class discussions, two electronic tests, and a 
historiographical analysis of a chosen topic in four progressive steps: 
(1) research proposal, (2) oral report, (3) critiques of oral reports, and 
(4) final paper.  

 

 
 

Step One will be to select a topic and compose an initial 500 

word research proposal. A research proposal presents a thesis, gives 
a concise prospective of the material that illuminates the thesis, 
explains the method for researching the topic, provides an outline 
for the project, and cites a bibliography of at least two primary and 
eight secondary sources to be consulted in the course of the project 
(at least one of the secondary sources must be an article from a 
scholarly historical journal). Initial proposals must be posted as an 
Assignment on Blackboard by 10:55 pm, March 2, 2016.    
 
Following the submission of the initial proposal on March 2, each student                  
must   schedule a conference with the professor or the associated librarian to discuss 
her/his research project. Failure to confer with the professor or librarian and 
satisfactorily rewrite the research proposal will lower the student’s final grade in the 
class.  
 

Step Two in the 

project will be for 
every student to revise and improve their proposal. All students wishing to gain credit 
must revise their entire proposal by March 28. Submission of the initial proposal by 
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March 2 will be worth 150 points toward the student's final grade if it is revised to 
the professor's satisfaction by March 28. Ten points will be deducted for every day 
either the initial or revised proposals are late. Both the initial and revised proposals 
must be submitted electronically on Blackboard.  
 

        
 

Step Three in the research project will be the preparation and presentation of an 

oral report to the class. Oral reports will explain the progress and results of each 

student's research into the documentary evidence concerning their topic. (Oral reports 

must be a minimum of fifteen minutes in length and not longer than twenty 

minutes.) Oral reports shall count 200 points toward the final grade. Oral reports will 

begin on April 4. For every oral report one non-reporting student will be assigned to 

compose a written critique of the quality of the research explained in the oral report. 

(Critiques must be a minimum of 500 words) Critiques are due at the class meeting 

one week after the oral report. Each critique shall count 100 points toward the final 

grade. Assignments of reports and critiques will be made by the professor when report 

dates are set.  

 

Step Four in the research project will be the 

completion of a thoroughly researched and 

correctly written, 15 page, final paper. (Completed 

papers are worth 500 points.) Paper must contain 

proper footnote citations of information sources 

and a correctly presented bibliography of sources 

consulted in the student's research. In researching 

and writing the final paper, students must use and 

correctly cite at least two primary and eight 

secondary sources (at least one of the secondary 

sources must be an article from a scholarly historical journal). Final papers must be 

submitted as an Assignment on Blackboard. Papers are due on May 10 without 

exception. (500 pts.)                                                                                                                                            
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Final paper must include a developed lesson plan designed to present the research 

material to a class of high school or college level students. Lesson plans must be 

posted as an assignment on Blackboard. They are due May 10. (100 pts.)   

The purpose of the research proposals, the oral reports, the report 

critiques, and the final research paper shall be to identify and discuss how the 
primary and secondary source materials deal with the topic assigned to each student. 
The discussion of historical source material shall include: (1) A discussion of the 
relevant primary sources for each topic; (2) What the primary sources reveal about 
ancient history and culture; (3) The strengths and weaknesses of the primary sources; 
(4) Besides the sources in the assigned readings, what other primary source materials 
help to illuminate the assigned topic; (5) The methods and approaches of the different 
secondary interpretations of the assigned topic and the primary sources that 
illuminate the topic. (6) How to organize the material into a coherent and useful 
course for presentation to a class of students.  
 

 

Graded Participation: Student participation in the discussions among the 

professor and students plus discussions generated by the oral reports shall be 

considered in the assignment of final grades. Since the success of discussion depends 

upon student preparation and the free and open discussion of various opinions, all 

students must do the assigned readings before class meetings, participate in 

discussions, and act in a considerate manner when assessing the ideas of classmates. A 

lack of tolerance shall be considered cause for 

dismissal from the class. 

On class days when students report, non-
reporting and non-critiquing students must 
complete a written evaluation of the day's 
report. Evaluations must assess the quality of 
the report's research, the quality and relevance 
of assigned readings, how well the report 
utilizes class readings and research readings, in 
addition to the overall quality of the report. 
(Failure to complete at least 90% of the in class 
surveys with a satisfactory rating will result in 
the deduction of 100 points from his/her final 
score.) 
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Tickets to Class, report critiques and oral report surveys are designed to evaluate 
students’ readiness to engage the material. Student readiness depends upon the extent 
of the student's reading and research. For that reason students must complete two 
multiple choice exams during the semester.  
 

       Final Grades      

Activities related to the research project make up two thirds of the final grade: 
research proposal = 150 pts.; oral report = 200 pts.; one developed written critique of 
an oral report = 100 pts; final paper = 500 pts. (950 pts.) The remaining portion of 
each student’s grade will be based on the lesson plan = 100 pts; two electronic tests = 
200 pts; and student participation in the Tickets to Class = 5 x 40 = 200 pts. (500 
pts.)  
 
Final grades are determined by a percentage of the total points attained by each 
student. For example, 100% to 90% of the available points = A; 89% to 80% = B; 79% to 
70% = C; 69% to 60% = D: 59% or lower = F. 
 

     Required Texts    

Nicolas Grimal, A History of Ancient Egypt 

John Bright, A History of Israel 
 
Richard Marius, Short Guide to Writing About History 
 
Bible: The Old Testament 
 
K. Turabian, A Manual for Writers (optional)  
 
D. Hacker, Pocket Style Manual (optional)  
 
Selected Course Readings  (SCR)  
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  Syllabus    

Date

  

Topic Readings 

Jan.   

20 Introduction  

   

25 What is Ancient 
History?     

Marius, 1-54; Grimal: 1-13; Bright: 33-44;  
 

   

27 Historiography CR: Herodotus: (Bk II)  
Grimal: 1-13 

   

Feb.   

   

1 
Beginnings 

Grimal:17-59; Bright, 33-44; SCR: Memphite 
Theology 

   

3 Egypt: Old 
Kingdom 

Grimal: 63-101 

   

8 Mind of Egypt Grimal: 102-136; SCR: Story of Sinuhe  

   

  
10 

Beginning your 
Research   
Meet in Library  
Room 204B      

Marius, 54-97 

   

15 World of Israel’s 
Beginnings 

SCR: Epic of Gilgamesh 
SCR: Enuma Elish 

   

17 Mass with the Pope  

   

22 Israel’s Founding 
Stories  

Bible: Genesis 1-50; Bright, 45-66 

   

24 Israel’s Patriarchs Bright: 67-103; SCR: Legend of Sargon 

   

Mar.   
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2 Egypt in Trauma 
and Triumph 

Grimal: 182-225 

   

 Preliminary 
Research Proposal 
Due 

 

   

7--11 Spring Break  

   

14 Egypt: Revolution? Grimal: 226-244; Bright: 105-120 

   

16 The Ramasids Grimal: 244-292 

   

21 Israel: Exodous  Bright: 105-143 

   

23 Israel: Faith & 
Unification  

Bright: 144-182 

   

28 Hebrew People  Bright: 120-182; Bible: Bk. of Judges 

 Final Research 
Proposal Due  

Marius, 98-142 

   

30 United Hebrew 
Kingdom 

Bright 183-228; Bible, 1 & 2 Samuel: 1 Kings 1-13 

 First Online Test   

   

Apr.   

   

   
4 

Israel 
Divided                    

Bright: 229-266; Bible, 1 Kings 14-22; 2 Kings 1-20 

 Reports Begin   

   

6 Initiating the Iron 
Age 

Grimal: 311-366 

   

11 Loss of Jewish 
Independence  

Bright: 310-340 

   

13 Jewish Exile and 
Return  

Bright: 341-171  
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18 Jews in the 5th 
Cent. BCE 

Bright: 372-402  

   

20 Reports  TBA  

   

25 Reports  TBA  

   

27 Reports  TBA  

   

30 Reports  TBA  

   

May   

   

2 Reports  TBA  

    

4 Reports  TBA  

   

6 Last Temptation 
Finish Reports  

 
TBA  

 Second Online Test  

   

10 Final Paper Due  Marius, 143-177 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


